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August 2020 

Opening to School for all Pupils, September 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope that you are all staying safe and well and that the Summer holiday has been enjoyable 

for you and your family.  I am writing to update you on our plans to open for all pupils from 

September 2020. 

The DFE in July issued detailed guidance for full re-opening of all schools and the main key 

points were:   

1. All children are expected to return to school in September  

2. Schools should minimise the number of contacts between pupils and also between staff  

3. Schools should follow a ‘system of controls’ (prevention and response to infection) as well 

as protective measures  

4. Essential measures are: if you are ill please stay at home, wash your hands, engage with 

test and trace, clean frequently and maintain social distancing as far as possible  

5. Minimise contacts by: grouping children together, avoiding contact between groups, 

arrange classrooms with forward facing desks, staff to maintain distance from pupils, staff to 

maintain distance from other staff  

6. The Governing Body and the school’s leadership team have put plans in place and are 

writing and updating our current COVID19 risk assessments. 

 

School will reopen on Thursday 3rd September for pupils in Year 1-Y6. Reception starters will 

be phased in over a two week period (parents of new Reception children have already been 

written to giving them dates of their first day in school). 

School will open on 1st September with the 1st and 2nd September used as training days for 

staff.  Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th will be used as induction to their new classes so that your 

child can meet their new teacher and can enjoy reconnecting with their class mates. We will 

also induct children on the safety practice outlined above. It is important to note that for the 

children who have been learning at home, school in September will be very different from the 

school they left in March.  
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Drop off/Collection arrangements 

Our Drop off and collection arrangements from September will be different to our normal 

practice. We are fortunate to be able to use not only the Albany Crescent entrance, but also 

for many families, the pathway from Ward Street, Ettingshall which will be open at the 

beginning and end of the school day. We will be staggering times for different year groups so 

as to avoid large groups of children and parents meeting at the start and end of the school day.  

 

Year Group Drop Off Time Collection Time 

Reception  9.15am                 3.00pm 

Year 1           9.10                           3.10 

Year 2 9.00                           3.30 

Year 3 8.40                           3.20 

Year 4 8.50                           3.30 

Year 5 8.50                           3.30 

Year 6 8.40                           3.20 

 

Please note that Year 5 and Year 6 children should enter school via the Pirate Ship entrance. 

They will also be dismissed at the end of the school day from this point. All other year groups 

should enter school via the school playground. They should also be collected at the end of the 

school day via the playground. We have allocated 10 minute ‘gaps’ between Year Group Drop off 

and collection times in order to minimise contact and gatherings. Please note that if you have 

two or more children in school in different year groups then you may drop both children at the 

same time (as well as collect children at same time at end of school day). We will be introducing 

a one-way system around the external pathways of school to avoid parents coming into close 

contact with each other. Please follow signage. 

Children in Years 4,5 and 6 whose parents wish for them to walk home alone, may continue to do 

so with their parents written permission.  

 

Classes 

Children will be taught in their classes and Year group bubbles which will mean that children will 

only be allowed to mix within their class/age group. They will not come into contact with other 

children from other Classes/Year Groups at any point in the school day as both Playtimes and 

Lunch Times will be staggered and each Year Group will use a separate outdoor space for their 
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play/lunch breaks. Each class will be allocated one teacher and one Teaching Assistant. With 

exception to children in Reception, they will be sat in forward facing desks, with their own 

resources. All classrooms have their own hand washing and sanitising station. We will be learning 

outside as much as possible. We are also committed to a ‘recovery curriculum’ and will be 

promoting our Personal, Social and Health education curriculum focussing on supporting 

children’s physical and mental health. School will also be introducing ‘catch up’ programmes and 

interventions aimed at supporting gaps in learning in reading, writing and mathematics. 

 

Lunchtimes and School Meals 

Hot meals will be served from Thursday 3rd September. Children will benefit greatly from the 

fantastic, nutritious school meals served by our School Kitchen Team. Children in Year 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are eligible for free school meals. We also provide sandwiches for 

children who prefer a cold meal. No sandwiches should be brought into school from home if your 

child is in these year groups. 

Hot meals/sandwiches will also be available for those children in Year 3,4,5 and 6 who are 

eligible for free school meals (Children who do not qualify for free school meals may still 

purchase hot school meals through the usual payment process.) 

Children will eat in the school hall on a staggered rota basis so as not to come into contact with 

children from other year groups. Tables will be cleaned before and after lunchtime as well as 

between year groups using the school hall.  

If your child is not eligible for free school meals then we would ask you to provide your child 

with a daily packed lunch.  

 

Cleaning  

We have employed additional cleaning staff so that frequently touched surfaces and toilets can 

be cleaned regularly throughout the day. All classrooms have their own supply of cleaning 

products too.  

 

School Uniform  

All children are to return to school wearing full school uniform, including shoes. Please 

remember that the school does not allow black trainers or pumps. PE kits should also be brought 

into school as these are part of the school uniform. On the day that your child is taught PE 

then your child may come in PE kits for the day. Further information to follow. Following 

Government advice children do not need to wear face masks in school. 
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Childcare 

We will be providing Breakfast Club and After School Club services with immediate effect from 

3rd September. Please book your child into these clubs by contacting the school office.  

We have closely looked at the guidance for the operation of school minibuses and believe that 

we can operate this part of our childcare service as it is consistent children who use this 

facility and with two buses, we can socially distance children in different year groups by not 

using each minibus seat. After school clubs will also restart with information being sent out 

week beginning 7th September. 

 

In order to ensure everyone remains safe, it is really important that parents arrive at school on 

time for their designated drop off and pick up and do not gather in groups to chat, particularly 

around the gate areas as these areas are likely to be quite busy during pick up & drop points. 

We hope that parents will support us in practising social distancing measures where possible (on 

& off site). 

 

We are all really excited to return ‘Bilston CE Primary School’ to a new normal and I hope that 

this letter starts to provide you some reassurances regarding September. 

In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact us via email or phone call with any questions 

that you may have. 

Thank you for all your support and please continue to take care, stay alert and stay safe. 

 

 

                                                                  Yours Sincerely, 

 

                                                                    Mr G Gentle  

                                                                   Head Teacher      
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