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The purpose of the policy 



The purpose of this policy is to make explicit how we value the importance of a consistent approach to 

marking and feedback throughout our school.  

Our Aims: 

❖ Provide consistency and continuity in marking throughout the school so that children have a clear 

understanding of teacher’s expectations. 

❖ Use the marking system as a tool for formative on going assessment. 

❖ Improve standards by encouraging children to have a positive attitude and recognise their 

achievements and how they can improve on their work (next steps). 

❖ Develop children’s self-esteem through praise and valuing achievements. 

❖ Create a dialogue which will support and aid progression. 

The need of a marking policy 

It is important that all members of staff provide constructive feedback to children, both written and orally, 

focusing on success and improvement against learning intentions. This enables children to become 

reflective learners: supporting individual learners to close the gap and achieve to their full potential. 

Guidelines for Good Marking 

• The teacher will make a positive comment celebrating the children’s achievements and identify 

what might be the next steps for learning.  

• Relate to the WALT/WILF of the lesson and also consider basic skills related to English and Maths. 

• Marking should inform the child of the progress they are making and targets they need to work on. 

These targets might be linked to the child’s individual targets within their core subjects. 

• Be at the child’s level of comprehension 

• Not penalise children’s attempts to expand their vocabulary. 

• Be written in handwriting that is legible and a good model for the child. 

• Not every spelling should be corrected, only those appropriate to the child’s age and ability. 

• Have a positive impact on the child’s progress – marking is there to move the learning forward. 

• Contain comments which reflect the teacher’s sound knowledge and understanding of the subject. 

• Be consistent across all subjects. 

• Marking should be done in a range of different coloured pens. 

• Where a member of the teaching team other than the class teacher has been involved in the 

marking process, then they should initial the marking. 

• Opportunities for feedback should be included in marking.  

Children’s response to the comments 

Self- marking and evaluation 

• Children should be given time at the start of a lesson to read marking and if they need to, then 

respond to feedback. 

• Children should be encouraged to ask for clarification, if they do not understand a comment and 

should be clear about what they need to do in their next piece of work, as a result of feedback they 

have received. 



• Children should be encouraged to use traffic light system, or older children might want to identify 

their own success and look for next steps in learning. 

• Children should be given the opportunity to be involved in peer and self-assessment. 

 

Monitoring and evaluating this policy 

This policy will be monitored through further consultation of staff and through planned reviews. 

 

Children’s workbooks will be monitored by SLT and subject leaders and also time will be given for all staff 

to observe each other’s marking and feedback. 

  



 

 

Symbol Marking comment 
 
 
 

Lesson objective achieved. 
 
 

 
 
 

Lesson objective nearly achieved 

 Next steps; 

• Action how to improve or achieve in 
learning 

• Feedback by pupil (add FB to stamp for 
pupils to respond) 

I (CI) Independent work (CI) reception- child initiated. 
 

S Supported  
 

// New paragraph 
 

PW/GW Paired work/Group work 
 

hp Housepoint 
 

 
 
 

Verbal feedback given 
 

 
 

SEND/EAL Traffic lights 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/8i6/oMd/8i6oMdaLT.jpg&imgrefurl=http://cliparts.co/speech-bubbles&h=596&w=800&tbnid=HCC3C6ZWxSHJXM:&docid=YWGdXO3CuuyqEM&ei=moP4VaHuBsfkaK7ViPAC&tbm=isch&ved=0CFkQMygaMBpqFQoTCKGj2bD0-ccCFUcyGgodrioCLg
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://previews.123rf.com/images/hatza/hatza1305/hatza130500062/19892714-Cartoon-pencil-Stock-Vector.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_19892714_cartoon-pencil.html&h=1300&w=810&tbnid=mSmyC5VcaWLWHM:&docid=aU624QvOJ0PyIM&ei=R4X4VdPILIGka76-hRA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFwQMygdMB1qFQoTCJOIx_31-ccCFQHSGgodPl8BAg


 

 

Symbol Year Group  
spelling 
mistake 

Reception Incorrect spellings should 
be underlined and the 
ticking method used to 
show any phonomes or 
graphemes that are 
correct (RWi)  

Sp (in 
margin) 

Year 1 and 
Year 2. 

On the line of the incorrect 
spelling (sp)- should be 
used in the margin. 

Sp (at the 
end of the 
paragraph) 

Year 3 and 
Year 4 

At the end of the 
paragraph identify how 
many incorrect spellings 
are in the paragraph (x3 
Sp) 

Sp (at the 
end of the 
piece of 
work) 

Year 5 and 
Year 6 

At the end of the piece of 
work identify how many 
incorrect spellings (x3 Sp) 

C . Reception Capital letters and full 
stops, should be identified 
in the sentence by over-
writing or adding the 
missing punctuation. 



P (in the 
margin) 
G (in the 
margin) 

Year 1 and 
Year 2 

On the line, of the 
incorrect usage of 
punctuation. 
Grammar; should be 
modelled or corrected. In 
next steps, providing 
examples for children to 
try. 

P (at the 
end of the 
paragraph) 
G (at the 
end of the 
paragraph) 

Year 3 and 
Year 4 

At the end of the 
paragraph identify how 
many corrections linked to 
punctuation. 
Grammar should be 
modelled in the next steps 
for marking but identified 
at the end of the 
paragraph 

P (at the 
end of the 
piece of 
work) 
G (at the 
end of the 
piece of 
work) 

Year 5 and 
Year 6 

At the end of the piece of 
work, identify how many 
corrections linked to 
punctuation. 
Grammar; should be 
modelled in the next steps 
for marking but identified 
at the end of the piece of 
work. 

Editing tabs Adapt to all 
year groups. 

A piece of paper is glued in 
the margin for the section 



of work to be edited. 
Children can then edit 
their work in the 
appropriate place of the 
piece of writing. 

Purple 
Polishing 

Adapt to all 
year groups. 

Children use purple pens 
to edit their work (see 
checklist). 

Editing 
Lesson 

Adapt to all 
year groups 

Plan the lesson with a 
carousel of activities that 
explores the different 
elements that children 
need to use when editing a 
piece of work. 

PA Adapt to all 
year groups. 

Peer Assessment 

Marking 
Ladders 

Adapt to all 
year groups 

Using marking ladders 
with identified targets. 
Also using a blank target 
for children to complete 
from next steps in 
marking. 

Teacher’s 
marking 

Marking should be in a coloured pen 
(except for purple).  

 


